
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                            CONTACT:


	date: 
	contact: Carl W. Caulk
Chief Deputy U.S. Marshal
District of New Mexico
505-977-8308-Cell



	Story:                     TAOS HOMICIDE SUSPECT ARRESTED IN WASHINGTON                          

     The United States Marshals Service and the New Mexico State Police, along with the 8th Judicial District Attorneys Office, announce the arrest of Sidney Charles Randall, 43 YOA, at approximately 1100 hours MDT today in the suburbs of Seattle, Washington.

     On June 10, 2005, a warrant for arrest was issued by the New Mexico State Police and the 8th Judicial District Attorneys Office charging Randall with First Degree Murder and Tampering With Evidence in the death of Susanne Backus, 45 YOA.  Backus' body was discovered on June 9, 2005, on a mountain side near U.S. Highway 64 between Taos and Angel Fire.  Backus' body was bound by rope to a board and a two-wheeled hand truck.  

     Also on June 10, NMSP and District Attorneys investigators contacted the U.S. Marshals Service in Albuquerque and requested assistance in locating Randall.  It was believed that Randall had departed New Mexico and had taken flight after Backus' death. 

     Over the next several days, many investigative leads developed by the NMSP and District Attorneys investigators were acted upon by U.S. Marshals in New Mexico, California and Washington state.  

     Earlier today, at approximately 1100 hours MDT, Randall was located by a U.S. Marshals Service Fugitive Task Force as he exited the Top Food and Drug, 17641 138th Place NE, Woodinville, Washington.  Randall, who was accompanied by a white female later identified as his ex-wife, was arrested without incident pursuant to the homicide warrant and transported to the King County Detention Center in Seattle, Washington.  Also recovered at the scene was a Ford Explorer believed to that recently purchased by Backus. Randall will be seen by a judge in King County and his extradition will be sought by the State of New Mexico. 




